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Mark Weigel 

Director,  
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With announcement by Chris OôNeil that 

the Bike Draw will be tied into the Heritage Rally, 

I feel that we are going to have a very successful 

event. There will be a dramatic increase in people 

attending the Rally and the Bike Draw.  This being 

said, we as a Chapter will have to step up and be 

ready for the increase.  There are sign-up sheets at 

every general meeting for different work 

assignments. We would like to see full 

participation from the Chapter members and will 

work around the times that you are available, even 

for a couple of hours.  At our last General Meeting, 

after we had adjourned, we  held our first 

committee meeting for the Rally and had different 

people step up for the committee heads.  Their 

names and their committee are mentioned within 

the body of this newsletter.  If you havenôt signed 

up and are willing to help, please approach one of 

them and talk to them as to what we require for the  

weekend.  Do not stand by and complain, if you see something that needs attention, help out. 
 

 Our first dinner and a movie night was a big success, the food at the Windsor 

Sportsman Club was good and there was plenty to eat.  The movie was ñFrom Paris with 

Loveò and I would recommend that you see it.  I hope this will become an annual event for the 

Chapter when we canôt ride. 
 

Our next event coming up is the HOG Bowling Night at the Rosebowl.  The cost is $20 

for 3 games, shoe rental, pizza and soft drinks.  There are beer and mixed drinks at the bar at a 

added cost.  This is the third year for this event and it seems to be getting bigger as people find 

out how much fun we have.  I think everyone at the end of the night had found muscles that 

are not used very often.  I hope to see you there, the date is March 20, 2010 starting at 7:30pm. 
 

Well, thatôs it for now.  I hope the weather breaks soon so we can start riding. 

 

Ride safe & ride strong 

 

Mark Weigel 

Director  

Windsor HOG Chapter  
 

 

   



Dinner Drive & a Movie       

On Saturday, February 6th we gathered together  
for our 1st dinner drive & movie.  We enjoyed a nice 
chicken dinner at the Sportsmanôs Club then off to 
Silver City.  We saw the action movie called ñFrom 
Paris with Loveò with John Travolta.  Afterwards, 
we gathered at Kelseyôs for some laughs and 
refreshments. 
 

Throttle Itch & Chili Cook-off 
We had lots of fun on Saturday, Feb. 20th  with our 
annual Chili Cook-off, euchre tournament & 
games.  There was a variety of great tasting chiliôs.  
After we tasted all of them, Andra McDonald was 
selected as having the winner!  Janet Warford won 
the Euchre Tournament and Mike Wells was 
winner of the games.  Thanks to all who brought 
their chili for tasting and to Bob VanDongen, Doug 
Warford & Bill Jenner for the games!   
Congratulations on another great time together! 
 

  2010 Bowling Party           

Our HOG Bowling Party will be moved back a 
week to March 20th.  If you would like to attend, 
see Mark Weigel at todayôs meeting to register.  
Hope to see you there! 
 

      Earthworks 2010  
Earthworks ride is scheduled for May 2nd.  Arrive 
with a full tank of fuel as we will be leaving right 
after the Chapter meeting.  Destination will be 
Picard Peanuts in Talbotville (near St. Thomas). 

Do you have a story to share with fellow HOG members?   

Drop a line to Deb Jewell  

7  
If you have any pictures you would like to contribute to the 

Windsor HOG website, contact Bruce Jewell  

MARCH 2010 

  

 
NNeewwss  

 Andra McDonald 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 CHANGE - Mar. 20
th
 ï Windsor 

HOG Chapter Bowling Party at 
Rosebowl on Dougall Ave.   
(previously scheduled for Mar. 27th) 

 

 Garage Party for the Ladies 
March 24

th
.  Contact Rebecca 

at Thunder Road by Mar. 20
th
. 

 

 April 11
th
 ï Chapter Meeting at 

10:00 at Heritage Village 
 

 April 17
th
 ï 1

st
 Dinner Ride  

of 2010 
 

 April 24
th
 ï Demo Day at 

Thunder Road.  Sign up to be a 
Road Captain or Helper. 

 

 May 2
nd

 ï Chapter Meeting at 
10:00 at Heritage Village & 
Earthworks Ride.  Rain date 
will be May 16

th
. 

 

 Breakfast Rides start on 
Sunday, May 23

rd
 



25 YEARS - ñWHAT WERE WE THINKINGò 
Chris OôNeil 

 
Well, it has been 25 years since the Windsor Chapter first began.  We have come a long way in 
this time.  Carol and I sit back every once and a while, having a beer, reminiscing about the days 
when we rode every Sunday and all the great people we rode with.  We planned our weekend 
around it and we sure had a great time with all the members. 
 
It all started when I traded my 79 Low Rider in on a brand new 83 FLH Electra Glide in 1982.  
Harley-Davidson had just bought themselves back and decided to form a riding club called HOG.  
 
A few years later HOG wanted members to start putting Chapters together.  At the end of the ó85 
riding season we started to put your chapter together.  I contacted HOG in Milwaukee and they 
sent me our Chapter #9001 and some post cards to mail out to local Harley owners.  We first had 
to have permission from our local dealership (Windsor didnôt have one at the time).  Carol and I 
drove to D&M in Chatham and Robinsonôs in Wheatley to ask if they would sponsor our Chapter.  
They agreed to sponsor us as long as they didnôt have to run the Chapter.  We all agreed and 
both dealers gave us a list of their customers and addresses so we could mail out our postcards 
(this is before internet was so widely used). 
 
Carol and I lived in an old farm house and we didnôt have much.  I talked to a friend of mine, Kirk 
Sorley, and he put in $100 and we put in $100 which paid for the stamps.  I used old envelopes 
from my business (they had an old address on them) and we wrote a note on the post cards 
telling everyone about the first meeting for the Windsor HOG Chapter. (Writerôs cramp) 
 
We had meetings in February and March and ended up with 12 members to start the off riding 
season.  The first weekend of May we rode to a place called Earthworks (close to Iona) and that 
was the first time we all rode together.  Now, the Windsor Chapter has their first run every year 
the 1st Sunday of May. 
 
We met at a small restaurant that Carol and I found during the winter months (I think we were 
one of the 1st customers) named the Ruscom Restaurant.  It could hold about 30 ï 35 people.  In 
the mid-80ôs not too many businesses wanted bikers as their customers.  We made an 
agreement with the cook, Frank, that we would be out for breakfast on Sundays.  We were very 
grateful.  He was more than happy to feed us and we ended up going out every Sunday for many 
years.  That went on for a couple of years and then they turned the little restaurant into a 
bar/restaurant and George (the owner) asked us to stay and he enjoyed our patronage for many 
more years. 
 
We all had been riding for years, but most of us never rode in a group.  I was taught by other 
riders that had been Road Captains for other clubs.  They taught me well and I taught other 
members.  This made riding in a group safe and a lot of fun.  When we went to a restaurant, 
rallies or other events we rode in like we had been riding together for years.  Pulling into a 
parking lot, following the lead bike and parking side by side.  Riding down the road, spaced a 
safe distance from each other, with no big gaps between riders.  We were the envy of other 
Chapters. 
 
The Chapter attended rallies in Michigan, Ohio and Indiana. In the first few years there were only 
American Chapters, which were putting on events. (Remember, we were the 1st Chapter in  



 
Canada).  That is how the Heritage Rally became an event that has been hosted by the Windsor 
Chapter for many years and our American and Canadian friends would attend.  It took a long 
time for other HD dealerships to form chapters, but when they did, the Windsor Chapter started 
to support their events. 
 
The Windsor HOG Chapter has many firsts throughout the years.  Every year since the 
beginning, the Chapter hosted the THROTTLE ITCH.  It began as the 1st year anniversary at a 
memberôs house in their 2 car garage.  Wood stove in the corner, picnic tables and a pool table.  
It was bitterly cold and windy and the only requirement to come to the party for $10 was that you 
had to wear your GARB & GEAR (leathers, jacket and chaps) (No helmets).  It was so cold that 
we were happy to wear them to the party.  We all had a great time talking about the rides of the 
summer and making plans for the new season rides. 
 
The Chapter attended the 1st Provincial Rally in Peterborough with the largest Chapter in 
attendance.  We all rode to the rally together and camped close to each other.  Along the road 
where our campsite was, we lined up our bikes in a straight line and we had one larger tent for 
everyone to sit under (we still have that tent).  Other Chapters, later on that weekend, started to 
line their bikes up similar to us.  They had 6 field events and the Windsor Chapter took home 
four, 1st place and two, 2ndôs (we kicked butt).  That night the rally cooked up a pig on a spit and 
everyone that attended the rally ate pork for dinner (it was great).  After the meal we ended up 
with a lot of the HOG members at our campsite and continued to have fun all night.  Iôm not sure 
how, but the pig on a spit ended up at our campsite and we had a midnight snack (pork 
sandwiches).  Again, we had a great time. 
 
The Windsor Chapter hosted the 3rd Provincial Rally and I think over 600 people attended our 
event.  We had live music, poker run, field events, bingo, BBQ and even demo rides.  It was one 
of the 1st demo rides in the province at a rally and everyone had a great time.  That rally had set 
the bar for future rallies for many years.  It took a long time to get other Provincial Rallies to run 
as smooth and have the attendance that we had at the Heritage Rally. 
 
Things are a little different today with only a few members camping (Holiday Inn for me).  
Restaurants host bike nights (many restaurants turned us down back then).  I hope that with the 
Chapter moving their meeting out to Heritage Village, it will bring out more riders every Sunday.  
The members of the past always stated that they enjoyed the ride out to the Ruscom for 
breakfast and then you always had a good start for a Sunday ride.  Members in the Chapter 
would host BBQôs at their homes after the Sunday ride.  The members would buy beer/pop for 
$2/$1 and leave a jar by the cooler. (On your honour).  Then pitch in a few more bucks for the 
BBQ so it didnôt cost the member anything. They were great times. (Ridin, eatin and bullshitin) 
 
When Carol, Kirk and myself started the Chapter all we were interested in was to meet other 
Harley riders.  Well, we sure did and now we have 25 years of memories to talk and laugh about.  
I was the Chapter Director for 6 years, Executive Officer for many years and now Iôm the 
Sponsoring Dealer.  I have had a great time for the past 25 years and Iôm looking forward to the 
next 25 years.  So plan to take your Sunday off, meet at Heritage Village and just go out for a 
ride with the Chapter.  Tell your Road Captain that you would like to take a ride toé(you name 
it!) and if you would like to help him/her plan it out, Iôm sure that you will have fun doing so.  
These are rides that you will remember for many years. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS WINDSOR CHAPTER ON YOUR 25 YEARS! 



Heritage Weekend Committee 
 

Preparation ï Mark Weigel, Bob VanDongen, Mike Harrigan 

Wood ï Bill Jenner, Al White, Bruce Jewell, Mike Harrigan 

Security ï Mark Weigel, Mike Wells 

Registration ï Andra McDonald 

Games ï Bill Desmarais, Bob VanDongen, Al Weigl 

Poker Run (route) ï Bruce Jewell, Al White 

Poker Run (poker hands) ï Jim Dorner 

Poker Run (registration) ï Grace White, Deb Jewell 

Porta-Potties ï Bruce Jewell 

Golf carts ï Bill Jenner 

Door Prizes ï Deb Jewell 

Bandstand ï available* 

Cleanup ï available* 

Ice ï available* 

* If you are willing to take on an available committee listed above,  

please contact your Executive. 

 

ATTENTION: WINDSOR CHAPTER! 
 

Now is the time to get involved with upcoming Chapter events! 

Whether you want to volunteer time, give donations to an event,  

or if you want to help out directly with event planning,  

Windsor HOG Chapter provides a number of opportunities  

for all members to give back to our Chapter and our Community. 

These events kick off soon and the fun continues  

for the remainder of the calendar year.   

See your Chapter Executive for information regarding your  

opportunity to participate in this yearôs events. 
 

We look forward to seeing all of you! 



 
 

 


